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Great news for the Port 
of Kiel this spring! 
Sweden’s Stena Line is 
expanding Kiel into its 
Gateway to Scandinavia 
and inside just a few 
months, will introduce 
the longest RoPax ferries 
in the Baltic onto the 
service between the port 
and Gothenburg.

One of the most modern and efficient terminals for 
handling big RoPax ships is currently nearing com-
pletion at Kiel’s Schwedenkai to guarantee the 
swift and safe handling of the new Stena ships. 
With the support of the federal state of Schleswig-
Holstein, the Port of Kiel (SEEHAFEN KIEL GmbH & 
Co KG) is investing more than 30 mill ion Euros in 
the new terminal and its handling logistics. 

However all the signs are that not only cargo hand-
ling but also passenger volumes will continue to 
grow. Kiel faces another record cruise shipping 
season with 138 calls booked by 27 different cruise 
ships. For the first t ime, more than 300,000 cruise 
ship guests are expected in the port this year in 
additi on to 1.5 mill ion ferry passengers. As a 
result, Kiel will this year once again be the most 
popular cruise shipping port-of-call in Germany. 
The season starts on April 20th with the arrival of 
the “Mona Lisa” at the Ostseekai Terminal.

A further piece of good news for Kiel has come 
from AIDA Cruises. That shipping company has 
selected Kiel as the location for the naming of its 
next 'Sphinx'-Class newbuilding. The new ship, 
“AIDAsol” w ill be named in Kiel on April 9th 2011.

I hope you enjoy this latest editi on of SK News.

Yours,

Dr Dirk Claus
Managing Director
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NEW STENA LIN E TONN AGE FOR KIEL
Two modern RoPax ships are to replace the 
ferries “Stena Scandinavica” and “Stena Germa-
nica”, which have been in operation on the Kiel-
Gothenburg route since 1987/1988.

“The new ferries mark the start of a comprehen-
sive modernisation of the line”, said Claes 
Berglund, Kiel-Gothenburg route director. “They 
have been built for the future and offer greater 
on-board comfort”,  he added.

Dirk Claus commented: “Kiel is already an 
important hub on German - Scandinavian 
transport routes. The new Stena Line ships lend 
additi onal clout, particularly in the freight 
sector”. The two new ships being introduced 
onto the Kiel-Gothenburg route are the current 
“Stena Hollandica” and “Stena Britannica”. 

They will change their names to those of their 
predecessors.

Both ships are 240 m long, have a loading capac-
ity  of well over 4,000 lane metres and will be 
capable after conversion of carrying 1,300 
passengers. They will then be the longest RoPax 
ferries in the entire Baltic. 

The new “Stena Germanica” (ex “Stena 
Hollandica”) will go into service on September 
1st this year and the “Stena Scandinavica” (ex 
“Stena Britannica”) will follow at the start of 
2011. The ships mark Stena Line’s concentration 
of services in Kiel. The line’s Lübeck-Gothenburg 
service is being closed down.

TOP-TERMINAL SCH WEDENKA I
The completion of the new Schwedenkai will be 
the top priority  for Port of Kiel personnel over 
the coming months.  The new terminal building 
and Schwedenkai’s new logistic areas will be 
ready for operation as planned on the 1st of 
September this year. On the same day, the new 
“Stena Germanica” will tie up for the first t ime 
at Berth 24 while the ‘old’ “Stena Scandinavica” 
will continue to use Berth 25 during the follow-
ing months and unti l she is replaced by her 
successor.
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    The focus of construction at Schwedenkai        
is on

The completion of the terminal building
The revamping of operational areas
The integration of the adjacent Bollhörnkai
The taking into service of rail facilit ies
The erection of new passenger gangways
The installation of a new Ro-Ro bridge
The introduction of modern IT systems
The demolition of the old terminal building

The various projects are being organised in 
phases and are being dovetailed into each 
other in terms of both t ime and engineering. 
One big challenge however is that during the 
summer season, several cruise ships will need 
to be handled at the same time at the 
Bollhörnkai. This means that both port and 
construction activity will need to run side by 
side. Appropriate measures have already been 
taken to ensure smooth running in both 
sectors.

HANDLING GROWTH IN THE PORT OF KIEL
The Port of Kiel got off to a good cargo handling 
start in 2010. Overall, 5 % more cargo was 
handled in January and February than in the 
same period of 2009. 

A major contr ibutor to this was the Kiel-Klaipeda 
ferry service, operated by DFDS Lisco using the 

RoPax ships “Lisco Maxima” and “Lisco Gloria”.

A number of factors have played their parts in 
this outstanding Baltic ferry traffic result.  To 
begin with, the severe winter caused consider-
able problems on the transit highways through 
Poland, leading to a noticeable switch of t raffic 
to fast and reliable sea routes. Secondly, Kiel 
profit ed from cargo flows between Denmark and 
eastern Europe, more of which were re-routed 
through Kiel. Thirdly, DFDS closed its Lübeck-
Riga service in January and as a result concen-
trated cargo volumes on Kiel.

The Port of Kiel is to be the site next year of a 
spectacular ship naming. AIDA Cruises has 
chosen the Schleswig-Holstein state capital as 
the location for the naming of its next 'Sphinx'-
Class newbuilding. The newbuilding will be 
named “AIDAsol”  during a ceremony at the Kiel 
Ostseekai Terminal on April 9th 2011. The city’s 
Lord Mayor Torsten Albig said „this ship naming  
will confirm that we in Kiel, Germany’s Number 
One cruise shipping port, are on the right track.“ 

“AIDAsol” w ill be the fourth AIDA Cruises 
'Sphinx'-Class newbuilding to show its colours 
on the Kiel fiord. “AIDAdiva” opened the 
Ostseekai Cruise Terminal in 2007 and was 
followed by “AIDAbella” and “AI DAluna”. 
“AIDAsol” w ill however be the first ship in the 
series to be named in Kiel. “We are looking 
forward to a great event”, said Dirk Claus. “I  am 
convinced that the naming celebration will be a 
magnet for the public in the state capital”. 

„AIDASOL“ 
TO BE N AMED  IN KIEL
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HAMBURG AIRPORT LINK 
WITH CRUIS E SHIP PORT
Hamburg Airport boasts 170,000 starts and 
landings and 12 mill ion passengers a year. It has 
direct airline links with 125 national and interna-
tional flight destinations and according to Dr 
Jörgen Kearsley, head of Aviation Marketing at 
the facilit y “Hamburg Airport is a natural 
partner for the Port of Kiel”. In j ust 60 minutes, 
comfortable coaches can transfer cruise 
shipping passengers from the airport to their 
ships in Kiel. 

As well as Hamburg’s many European connec-
tions, charter flights have also proved their 
worth for cruise shipping passengers from 
places like Milan or Rome. Kiel is the ideal place 
to start or end Baltic cruises and easily accessible 
via Hamburg Airport not only from all of Europe 

but also between continents. Frankfurt and 
Munich offer more than 370 connections a week 
to the USA alone.
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NEW DESTINATIONS-
MANAGER
The Port of Kiel’s cruise shipping marketing 
sector is being strengthened. With immediate 

effect, Nicole Hein-
isch (33) is on the 
team as your 
personal contact in 
all matters relating to 
cruise shipping and 
to support port 
Managing Director Dr 
Dirk Claus and 
Marketing Director 
Heinz Bachmann. 

This year the City of Kiel hosts the inauguration 
of the nation-wide “Architecture Day”. The 
Schleswig-Holstein Chamber of Architects and 
Engineers is issuing an invitation to att end an  
event in the new Schwedenkai Terminal building 
on June 25th.

„ARCHITECTURE DAY“ 
IN KIEL


