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The Schwedenkai and Stena Line’s new ferries are 
the top stories of the summer season here in our 
port. There are now only a few weeks to go before 
Kiel’s Inner Fiord witnesses an even more impres-
sive sight than usual. The new “Stena Germanica” is 
one of the world’s biggest combined passenger/ 
freight ferries and marks a quantum leap for the 
port. Passenger totals will remain about the same 
but the significance of freight transport will incre-
ase a lot. Fears that the greater truck transport 
volumes which this will generate could however 
cause traffic jams are unfounded. The federal state 
capital’s transport structure is able to cope with an 
expected aditional 100 trucks a day easily. Not only 
at Schwedenkai but also throughout the port, the 
indications are that business is growing again. In 
the first months of this year, double-digit growth in 
cargo handling was recorded. The strongest 
growth currently is being seen on the liner ship-
ping service between Kiel and Klaipeda operated by 
shipowner DFDS LISCO. In the passenger transport 
sector it is Color Line which is att racting ever more 
travellers with its “Color Magic” and “Color Fanta-
sy”. Kiel will t his year also remain Germany’s most 
popular cruise shipping port with 137 calls booked 
by luxury cruise liners..

I hope you enjoy this latest edition of SK News.

Yours,

Dr Dirk Claus
Managing Director
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SCHWEDENKAI NEARS COM PLETION
Should the lights in the imposing twelve-metre 
high entrance lobby be hung a litt le lower? Could 
this til e joint be a litt le too bright? Is there a 
crack in that pillar?  It’s a busy time in the Port 
of Kiel’s new Schwedenkai Terminal. 

The construction of the terminal, unveiled after a 
design competit ion in December 2007, is right on 
time. The terminal building will be completed by 
the end of July after which first-class handling 
facilit ies for both passengers and freight along 
with offices with  stunning views will be available 
over a tot al of 12,000 m². According to Dirk Claus 
“the new Schwedenkai provides Kiel not only 

with a third super-modern ferry and cruise 
shipping terminal but also with a new landmark 
on the Inner Fiord”.

The first tenants along with  the SEEHAFEN KIEL 
(Port of Kiel) and Stena Line will  together move 
into the new building after the end of July. Start 
of operations is set for September 1st. In t he 
meantime the Schwedenkai’s quay faciliti es and 
operational areas will be completely adapted to 
the needs of big RoPax combined passenger/ 
freight ferries. Quayside fenders and bollards on 
Berth 24 have already been reinforced, the sheet 
pil ing for a new hydraulic RoRo bridge has been 
driven and the foundations laid for a 140 metre-
long passenger gangway. Track and points have 
been renewed along the rail stretch running 
parallel with Kaistrasse to enable the resumption 
of railway goods operations there and create 
double-track handling for combined road/rai l 
traffic. The Port of Kiel, with the financial 
support of the federal state of Schleswig-
Holstein has invested some 30 mill ion Euros in 
Schwedenkai.

THE NEW “STEN A GERMAN ICA”
On September 1st, the new “Stena Germanica” 
will replace her predecessor on the Kiel-
Gothenburg route while the current “Stena 
Scandinavica” will also be replaced in early 2011. 
The two new Kiel ships are among the biggest 

combi-ferries in the world and were previously 
deployed on the Hook of Holland-Harwich route. 
“The new ferries mark a comprehensive moderni-
sation of the route”, said Kiel-Gothenburg Service 
Director Claes Berglund: “These ferries have >

„Stena  Germa nica“ NEU
Tonnage ..............................44,372 GRT
Length .......................................240 m
Width .............................................30 m
Speed .......................................22 Knots
Freight capacity.........4,000 lane metres
Built . ..... 2001 (converted in 2007 and 2010)
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>    have been built f or the future and offer a lot  
of comfort and a wide range of att ractive restau-
rants and unique hotel-standard cabin accom-
modation.”

The coming into service of the “Stena 
Germanica” marks the concentration on Kiel of 
Stena Line’s ferry services between Gothenburg 
and Germany.  The service with Travemünde 
will be closed on September 1st and the Stena 
Line RoRo ferries there transferred to Kiel’s 
Schwedenkai for service until the new “Stena 
Scandinavica” comes on stream.

PORT OF KIEL GROWS AG AIN 

It’s all systems go in Kiel’s Ostuferhafen, the 
port’s handling hub for freight services to and 
from the Baltic and Russia, with employees of 
the Port’s handling company, SEEHAFEN KIEL 
Stevedoring, currently working flat out. Cargo 
handling has increased by 40 % on the Klaipeda 
route alone and the big RoPax ferries with th eir 
three freight decks have to be turned round in a 
berthing time of just four hours. Up to 180 
trucks, trailers, containers or roll flats have to be 
unloaded and loaded. Quality and Service are 
written large in Kiel. The port is investing in new 
handling equipment and hiring new personnel 
with the aim of continuing to cope fast and 
safely with growing cargo volumes. 

TOP PERFORMANCE 
AT THE OSTUFERHAFEN

>

OSTSEEKAI BOOSTS SERVICE
Service at the Ostseekai Cruise Shipping 
Terminal has this year been expanded again. 
Among the innovations are a second big 

luggage hall, with improved logistics and 
speeded-up passenger processing. The result has 
been even more available space for passengers 
on two levels and an expansion of waitin g and 
check-in areas. Also new is a play area for our 
small guests and the cost-free Int ernet access 
point “Hot Spot” has already become a standard 
attraction. Increasingly popular is “Port 
Parking”, booked in advance via the Internet. 
This season, in addition to parking on harbor 
area, the port is also making spaces available in 
a nearby multi-storey car park.

PORT OF KIEL IS 
CHANGING IT S AD DRESS 

We are moving!

The Port of Kiel (SEEHAFEN KIEL GmbH & Co. 
KG) is moving to the new Schwedenkai Terminal 
up to August 1st 2010.  The telephone numbers 
and Email address remain the same.

All the signs are that the Port of Kiel is growing 
again. In th e first few months of this year cargo 
handling rose by 12.7 %. The strongest growth 
was reported by the Kiel-Klaipeda liner shipping 
service based in the Ostuferhafen. Up to mid 
year the “LISCO Maxima” and “LISCO Gloria” 
reported they had moved a mill ion tons of cargo 
to and from the Baltic area.

Container handling in Kiel, which more than 
doubled compared to last year, also played a 
positive role in cargo handling. The container is 
of special significance for Kiel because on-
transport is almost entirely by rail, a fact which 

strengthens the port’s position as a railway 
location.

The Balti c is one of those shipping regions which 
already have to bear some of the most stringent 
environmental control burdens in the world. On 
the first of July, the permissible sulphur content 
of fuels used in ships sailing the Baltic was 
dramatically reduced to 1.0 %, although 3.5% is 
still allowed elsewhere in the world. Commented 
Dirk Claus: “as a result of thi s ruling, shipping in 
the Baltic is making an exemplary contr ibution 
to environmental protection”. However, were 
IMO demands for an even further reduction in 
permissible sulphur content to 0.1 % from 2015 
to be implemented, then the advantages for the 
environment would be reversed by rising 
transport costs. “It cannot be the will of the 
politi cians that transport move from ecologi-
cally advantageous sea routes to the roads”, said 
Claus. 

The Port of Kiel has therefore joined forces with 
the German shipowners’ association, the associa-
tion of German seaport operators and the 
general association of ports in the federal state 
of Schleswig-Holstein, to seek regulations which 
are economically viable and yet stil l make 
ecological sense.

By the start of September, the respected 
Institu te of Shipping Economics and Logistics 
(ISL) will present a study analysing the negative 
ecological and economic consequences of the 
new IMO regulations.

IMO REGULATION 
THREATENS 
BALTIC SHIPPING

NEW ADDRESS AS OF 1 AUGUST:
SEEHAFEN KIEL GmbH & Co. KG
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